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CHAR Having recovered from their sickness they purchased
some wares, and proceeded to Cairo as merchants, where
they stayed until they found a company of Moors going
to Aden. Joining their caravan, they accompanied them
to Tor, on the Red Sea; at the foot of Mount Sinai,
where they gained some information relative to the trade
with Calicut. Taking ship here they sailed to Suakim,
and from thence to Aden, where they parted; Covilhao
directed his course towards India, and Paiva passed into
Ethiopia; but before parting they appointed to meet again
at Cairo on a certain fixed date.

At Aden Covilhao embarked in a Moorish ship for
Cananor, on the Malabar coast, and after some stay in that
city went to Calicut, where he saw a great quantity of
ginger and pepper, which grew there, and was informed
that cloves and cinnamon were brought thither from far
countries ; hence he went to Goa, and from there passed
to the island of Ormuz, whence, having informed himself of
the trade carried on at that port, he embarked in a ship
bound for the Red Sea, and landed at Zeila, a port on the
African coast, just outside the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb.
He joined himself with some Moorish merchants, with
whom he proceeded down the coast as far as Sofala.
Here he learned that the coast might be sailed all along
towards the west, and that there was, not far off, a very
great and rich island, which was about 900 miles in
length, and which was called by the Moors " The island
of the Moon," since known as the island of St. Lawrence,
and now by the name of Madagascar. Covilhao had thus
made himself acquainted, on the spot, with the character
of the Indian trade, and he resolved to venture no further
until the valuable information he possessed was conveyed
to Portugal. He therefore returned to Zeila, and from
thence passed to Aden, and so to Tor and Cairo. Here
he stayed for some time, waiting for Affonso de Paiva,
but at last met with messengers from King Joao, who
informed him that Paiva had died a short time before.